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Marriage Certificate

Reference / contract no.

Nationality Birth place & date Residence Religion
Other details

Nationality Birth place & date Residence Religion
Other details

3 Dowry and payment terms

Dowry and its type / down pay

Deferred payment

Additions

8 Guarantor of the conditions

Approval of the guardian

10 Contract formula

Bride / Representative b Legal Guardian

Judicial Attestation/ endorsement:



Office of the Chief Justice Contract No.:

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
Contract Date: ................

Embassy of the State of Palestine

{1 Corresponding to: ................

State of Palestine

MARRIAGE CONTRACT INFORMATION

Parties, eligibility and contract terms

1 PARTIES TO THE CONTRACT

First name Father Grandfather Family name Country
Social status Occupation
First name Father Grandfather Family name Country
Social status Occupation

2 Age proof d and ab of impedil 1ts to marriage

4 Method of payment

5 Contract initiators
6 Spousal conditions
7 i and legally p identifiers

Complete the relevant fields in clear handwriting or digitally.

1, Consul of the State of Palestine in ..., , having
ascertained that the conditions have been fully met and that eligibility is established, have
executed this contract in the manner detailed above.

Witness Witness Groom / Representative

Consul's Signature:



I, the undersigned, ..., holder of [ID / Passport] No. ( ), bornin

do hereby declare, in full legal competence, that | am an adult, never-married woman
who has reached the age of puberty by age and menstruation, and that a suitable
prospective husband, .........o..... , residing in ..o, , has sought my hand in marriage.
My legal guardian, my father, is currently present in ............... and is unable to attend.
My paternal grandfather is deceased and | have no brothers. My nearest agnate male
relative is ... Itis in my best interest that this marriage proceeds. | hereby
request authorization to contract this marriage under the guardianship of .................
.......... and apply for a Transfer of Guardianship Certificate to be relied upon and acted
upon in accordance with the applicable procedures.

Executed on: .......ccooccerren.

Original Copy Official in Charge of Consular Affairs

State of Palestine

In the Name of God the Merciful Contract no:

Supreme Judge Department Dated:

The embassy of Palestine in -----------

And one of His signs is that He created for you spouses from among yourselves so
that you may find comfort in them. And He has placed between you compassion and

mercy. Surely there are signs for people who reflect. Al Rum 21.



L

Impediment Clearance Certificate (Previously
Married Man)

I, the undersigned, .......ccoweeeee ,holder of [ID / Passport] No.( ), do hereby declare,
in full legal competence, that | am originally from .................. and reside in ............., born

on../../ ... , that | am currently married under a valid Sharia contract to

pursuant to marriage contract No. dated that | have no other wives

under my marriage bond, and that | wish to marry ........cccennns No Sharia or legal
impediment exists to bar this marriage. | hereby apply for an Impediment Clearance

Certificate to be relied upon and acted upon in accordance with the applicable

procedures.

Executed on: .......cccouuueeee. Corresponding to: .............

Signature.......ccoeeeeee.

, Consular Affairs Officer at the Consulate/Embassy of .............. in the
State of ... , certify that on .....ccccccccccc... , the applicant appeared before me in

person and of his own free will, with full legal competence.
After being duly sworn, the applicant acknowledged the contents of this document and
signed itin my presence, whereupon | certified the authenticity of his/her signature.

The Consulate/Embassy bears no liability for the contents of this document.

Original Copy Official in Charge of Consular Affairs

g




|, the undersigned, ..o, , holder of [ID / Passport] No. ( ), bornon....... .
do hereby declare, in full legal and Sharia competence, that | was previously married
under a duly concluded Sharia contract to ... , pursuant to a marriage

contract issued by the Court of dated No. I was then divorced

by a .. (no of times of pronouncement of divorce) pursuant to instrument No.

........ issued by on my spouse did not return me to his marriage or has
initiated any matrimonial duties or contract during my Idda [legally prescribed waiting
period]. My waiting period has now fully elapsed, comprising three complete menstrual
cycles over three full months. | have not remarried since the aforementioned divorce,
and | am free of all Sharia and legal impediments. | hereby apply for an Impediment
Clearance Certificate to be relied upon and acted upon by the applicable procedures.
Executed on: ...

| Consular Affairs Officer at the Consulate/Embassy

h ==

of in the State of certify that on

the applicant appeared before me in person and of her own

free will, with full legal competence.
After being duly sworn, the applicant acknowledged the contents of this document and
signed itin my presence, whereupon | certified the authenticity of her signature.

The Consulate/Embassy bears no liability whatsoever for the contents of this document.

Original Copy Official in Charge of Consular Affairs

El &




Celibacy Certificate (Female)

I, the undersigned, .........ccccoorrnne , holder of [ID / Passport] No. ( ). do hereby
declare, in full legal and Sharia competence, that | am originally from ..................
and reside in ............... ,bornon.././. , that | am an unmarried woman who
has never been betrothed or married to anyone, that | am not in Idda [waiting
period from any previous marriage], and that | wish to marry ...
..... I hereby apply for a Celibacy Certificate to be relied upon and acted upon
by the applicable procedures.

Executed on: .......cccoocerruenne.

Official in Charge of Consular Affairs Signature: ...

before me in person and of her own free will, with full legal competence.
After being duly sworn, the applicant acknowledged the contents of this
document and signed itin my presence, whereupon | certified the authenticity
of her signature.

The Consulate/Embassy bears no liability whatsoever for the contents of this

document.

Original Copy Official in Charge of Consular Affairs

L e
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Celibacy Certificate (Male)

I, the undersigned, .........ccouvverres , holder of [ID / Passport] No. ( ), do hereby
declare, in full legal and Sharia competence, that | am originally from ...
and reside in ................., bornon.../.../...., that | am a never-married man with no
wives or women in their waiting period from any revocable divorce, that | have
not previously been married, and that | wish to marry ... | hereby
apply for a Celibacy Certificate to be relied upon and acted upon by the applicable
procedures.

Executed on: ......coccvuuueeee.
Official in Charge of Consular Affairs Signature: ..o

in the State of ........coee. , certify that on ....cccoonnne, , the applicant appeared
before me in person and of his own free will, with full legal competence.

After being duly sworn, the applicant acknowledged the contents of this
document and signed it in my presence, whereupon | certified the authenticity of
his signature.

The Consulate/Embassy bears no liability whatsoever for the contents of this

document.

Original Copy Official in Charge of Consular Affairs




where one of the parties to the contract is not Palestinian:
Certain additional documents must be presented, as noted above
— namely, a certificate confirming the absence of legal and
religious impediments to marriage, and a certificate of celibacy
status.

Twelfth: The marriage of a person of unsound mind or one who
is mentally disabled is permitted under Article 8 of the Personal
Status Law, provided that a medical report is obtained confirming

that the marriage is in that person>s best interest.

Fourteenth: It is a well-established principle of Islamic law
that a Muslim man may marry either a Muslim woman or a

woman from among the People of the Book (Kitabiyyah,

i.e., a Christian or Jewish woman), whereas a Muslim woman
may marry only a Muslim man. Accordingly, the religion of
any man seeking to marry a Muslim woman must be verified

prior to the conclusion of the marriage contract, in view of
the legal consequences attaching to a marriage subsequently
found to be invalid on this ground.




Ninth: order of marital guardianship Article 9 of Personal Status Law
No. 61 0of 1976 provides: The guardian in marriage is the woman>s male (ﬁ'{‘
agnatic relatives (<Osba), in the order established by the prevailing < b >

opinion of the Hanafi school. Guardianship shall accordingly pass

among the agnatic relatives in descending order of proximity: the son,
then the father, then the full brother, then the paternal half-brother,

then the paternal uncle, and so forth.

The spouses may stipulate any beneficial conditions they wish,
provided such conditions do not contravene Islamic law or the

purposes of marriage. Article 19, Paragraph 1, provides as follows:

«Where the marriage contract stipulates a condition beneficial to one
of the parties, and that condition does not conflict with the purposes
of marriage, does not involve anything prohibited under Islamic law,
and is recorded in the contract document, it must be observed in
accordance with the following:

If the wife stipulates a condition serving her own interest — one not
prohibited under Islamic law and not infringing the rights of others,
such as a condition that the husband not remove her from her country
or not marry another woman — the condition is valid and binding.
Should the husband fail to fulfil it, the contract is annulled at the wife>s

request, and she remains entitled to claim her other marital rights. ..»




Irrevocable Divorce of the Greater Degree: occurs
when the husband pronounces the third divorce
against his wife. In this case, he may not take her

back unless and until she marries another man, that
marriage is consummated, and it then ends — whether
through divorce or the husband>s death — and her
waiting period from that marriage has expired.

Divorce may take effect either upon a stated ground or pursuant to a definitive
judicial ruling; in either case, it must be ratified in accordance with the established

procedure.

Ninth: order of marital guardianship Article 9 of Personal Status Law No. 61 of
1976 provides: The guardian in marriage is the womanss male agnatic relatives
(<Osba), in the order established by the prevailing opinion of the Hanafi school.
Guardianship shall accordingly pass among the agnatic relatives in descending
order of proximity: the son, then the father, then the full brother, then the paternal

half-brother, then the paternal uncle, and so forth.

H R B R



Irrevocable Divorce of the Lesser Degree: dissolves the marriage
bond immediately — as in divorce before consummation, divorce
in exchange for financial compensation, or a revocable divorce that
becomes irrevocable upon expiry of the <iddah’ without the wife
having been taken back. Should the husband wish to remarry her,
he must conclude a nhew marriage contract, provide a new dowry,

and obtain her consent.

Irrevocable Divorce of the Lesser Degree: dissolves the marriage

bond immediately — as in divorce before consummation, divorce

in exchange for financial compensation, or a revocable divorce that

becomes irrevocable upon expiry of the <iddah’ without the wife
having been taken back. Should the husband wish to remarry her,
he must conclude a hew marriage contract, provide a new dowry,

and obtain her consent.




The Distinction Between Revocable

Divorce and Irrevocable Divorce

(Lesser and Greater)

Divorce is the dissolution of the marital bond, either immediately or
prospectively, effected through specific wording.

Revocable Divorce: dissolves the marriage bond only prospectively.
The husband may take his divorced wife back without a new marriage
contract, provided she remains within her prescribed waiting period
<iddah. Accordingly, when a husband pronounces a revocable divorce,
the marriage is not dissolved at once but only upon expiry of the waiting
period <iddah; he may take her back at any time before then, without a
new contract or dowry, and irrespective of her consent. Should the <iddah
expire without his taking her back, the revocable divorce becomes an

irrevocable divorce of the lesser degree.




Sixth: The Waiting Period (<ddah) for a Woman Divorced Before and After
Consummation: A woman divorced before consummation of the marriage, or
before valid khulwa (lawful seclusion), shall be subject to no waiting period
(<iddah) whatsoever. A woman divorced after consummation or valid khulwa,
however, must observe a waiting period of three menstrual cycles, provided she
menstruates at intervals of not less than ninety days; where she has reached
menopause, her waiting period shall be three months; and where she is pregnant,
her waiting period shall end upon delivery. All the foregoing shall be established
by reference to the divorce certificate.

Submitted
Documents

Seventh: All submitted documents — including any power of attorney, certificate
of single status, certificate of no impediment to marriage, and divorce certificates
— must be authenticated by the competent authorities in accordance with the

established procedure.



Fourth: Fees for the marriage contract are charged in accordance with the
amended Consular Fees Law referred to above and are payable according to the

established procedure.

Fifth: Is a Certificate of Single Status Required of the Betrothed?
A certificate of single status is required where either party to the contract is not

Palestinian, or where either resides outside the country, to confirm that the party

concerned is free of any legal or religious impediment to marriage.




s Certificate of Celibacy: required where the applicant wishes to marry a non-
Palestinian and is unmarried and free of any legal or religious impediment to

marriage.

A certified certificate of the guardian>s consent must be presented where the
bride>s guardian is not in attendance.
e Certificate of No Impediment to Marriage: required where the applicant wishes

to marry a non-Palestinian and has been previously married.

The groom replies immediately:

«l accept the marriage of your ward/daughter, [Name] (an unmarried woman
of legal age, or a previously married woman), to myself, for the dowry agreed
between us, in accordance with the Book of God and the Sunnah of His Messenger
Muhammad, peace be upon him. I call upon God and those present to bear witness,
and | pledge before God to treat her kindly and to live with her as is fitting.»

The immediate dowry (al-mahr al-mu>ajjal) may consist either of a sum of money
or of gold specified in kind rather than valued in monetary terms; it may already
have been received by the wife or may remain outstanding.

e The deferred dowry (al-mahr al-musakhkhar) may likewise consist of a sum of
money or of gold specified in kind. Even where it has not yet been paid to the
wife, it shall fall due upon the occurrence of whichever event comes first: divorce
or death.

e The appurtenances to the immediate dowry (tawabi> al-mahr al-mu»ajjal) may

consist of a sum of money, household furnishings of specified description, or gold

specified in kind rather than valued in monetary terms.




Second: Processing the Marriage Contract and Its Supporting Documents
Submit an application stating the full names of both parties to the marriage
contract, their places of residence, and their places and dates of birth, in order
to verify that each has reached the legal marriage age of eighteen solar years;
where either party is under this age, an exception must be obtained from the
Chief Justice.

Attach a copy of the birth certificate, passport, or national identity card.

Submit proof of each party»>s educational qualifications.

Attach the results of the premarital medical examination (thalassemia and HIV
screening) for both parties.

Have all submitted documents — including any power of attorney, certificate of
single status, certificate of no impediment to marriage, and divorce decree —
authenticated by the competent authorities (the court that issued the document,
the Office of the Chief Justice, or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs), since these
documents are to be used abroad.

Where either party has been previously divorced, the divorce decree must be
presented to establish the date and type of divorce and to confirm that the

waiting period (<dddah) has elapsed.






Marriage Registration Procedures and
Applicable Fees at the Embassies and
Consulates of the State of Palestine

First: Governing Legislation

Personal Status Law No. 61 of 1976, as currently in force, and its amendments.
® Decree-Law No. 21 of 2019 Amending the Personal Status Legislation
Concerning the Minimum Age of Marriage in the State of Palestine.

Regulation No. 55 of 1983 on Sharia Court Fees, applicable throughout the

State of Palestine.

® Decree-Law No. 7 of 2023 Amending the Consular Fees Law No. 1 of 2001.

The afore-mentioned legislation is published on the website of the Supreme
Judge Department.



Article (19): In the event a condition that it is beneficial to one of the parties,

does not contradict the goals of the marriage, does not prescribe a commitment
to a legally prohibited act, and is registered on contract document, it must be
observed in accordance with the following:

_ In the event the wife stipulates on her husband a condition, with which an

interest that is not legally prohibited nor does it encroach on the right of a third
party is realised for her, such that she stipulates that he does not take her out of
her country, take a woman as another wife, make her bond in her hand so that
she can divorce herself if she thus desires or to accommodate her in a certain
country, the condition shall be valid and binding. Should the husband not satisfy
it, the contract shall be dissolved upon the request of the wife, and she shall claim

all her matrimonial rights from him.

_ In case the husband stipulates on his wife a condition, with which an interest

that is not legally prohibited is realised for him nor does it encroach on the right
of a third party, such that he stipulates that she does not work outside the house
or that she lives in the country where he works, the condition shall be valid and
binding. Should the wife not meet it, the contract shall be dissolved upon the
request of the husband, and he shall be exempted from her deferred dowry and
from the alimony of her Iddah [A woman>s legally prescribed waiting period after
divorce from (or death of) the husband].

_ By contrast,inthe eventthe contrastis stipulated to a condition that contradicts

its goals or prescribes a commitment to what is legally prohibited, such that one
of the spouses stipulates that the other shall not reside with him or her, shall not
have social intercourse with him or her, drink wine or dissociate from one of his or
her parents, the condition shall be null and the contract valid. .



Article (17)

a) The fiance must report to the judge or his deputy in order to conclude the
contract.

b) The contract of marriage shall be concluded by the registrar authorised by
the judge to perform marriages in accordance with an official document. By
virtue of his position, the judge shall be entitled to assume that by himself upon a
permission from the Chief Justice.

c) Inthe event the marriage is concluded without an official document, each of
the concluder of the contract, spouses and witnesses shall be punished with the
penalty prescribed under the Jordanian Penal Law and with a fine on each one of
them, which does not exceed one hundred Dinars.

d) Each registrar authorised to perform marriages who does not register the
contract on the official document following the satisfaction of the fee shall be
punished with the two penalties referred to under the previous Paragraph, along
with dismissal from the function.

e) The religious judge shall appoint the registrar authorised to perform the
marriage contracts upon approval of the Chief Justice. The Chief Justice shall be
entitled to issue forth the instruction which he deems fit for the regulation of the

tasks of the registrars authorised to perform marriages.

f) The Muslim consuls of the State of Palestine shall perform the marriage
contracts and hear the report on divorce for the Palestinian subjects
who are present outside the State of Palestine and shall register such

documents on their designated registers.

g) The word ‘consul’ shall include the ministers of the State of Palestine

including the commissioners and charge d’affaires of these commissions

and their consultants or their representatives.




Article (25):
It shall be prohibited on a permanent basis that a man marries a woman with

whom he has a marriage relationship. These are of four types:

2. The mother of his wife and her grandmothers on an absolute basis.

4. His stepdaughters; that is the daughters of his wife and the daughters of his

stepsons. Consummation of marriage with the wives shall be a condition in the
fourth type.

Article (26): What is prohibited from the blood kinship shall also be prohibited on
a permanent basis from wet-nursing with the exception of what is expounded in
the School of Imam Abu Hanifah.

Article (27): The contract with the wife of another man or his [divorced or
widowed] wife during her legally prescribed waiting period shall be prohibited.
Article (28): Each man who has four wives or wives during their legally prescribed
waiting periods shall be prohibited from concluding his marriage with another
woman before he divorces one of them and her waiting period expires.

Article (29): The man who has divorced his wife shall be prohibited from marrying
a blood relative of her so long as she is in the legally prescribed waiting period.
Article (30): The man who gives a sentence of divorce to his wife on three
separate occasions in three councils shall be prohibited from marrying her unless
her waiting period from another husband, who consummated marriage with her,
expires.

Article (31): It shall be prohibited to marry to two women with a prohibiting blood
or wet-nursing relationship between them, whereby if one of them had been
presumed to be a male, she shall not be allowed to married by the other.
Article (32): Marriage shall be valid and its effect shall result therefrom once its
pillars and all of its conditions are satisfied.

Article (35): In case the contract is valid, the dowry and alimony shall be incumbent
therewith for the wife by the husband and the right to inheritance shall be

established between them.



Article (9): The guardian in marriage shall be the agnate relative himself in accordance
with the order prescribed by the predominant opinion in the Abu Hanifah School.
Article (10): It shall a condition precedent that the guardian be of sound mind and
adult and be a Muslim in the event the fianc e is a Muslim.

Article (11): The guardian’s consent shall be evidence like his explicit consent. Consent
of one of the guardians to the fianc shall revoke the objection of others in case they
are equal in grade. The consent of the more distant guardian upon absence of the
closer guardian shall revoke the right of the absent guardian.

Article (12): In the event the closer guardian is absent, and waiting for him might
abandon the fianc e’sinterest, the right to guardianship shall transfer to his successor.
If it is excusable to consult with his successor at once or if he does not exist, the right
to guardianship shall transfer to the judge.

Article (13): Consent of the guardian shall not be stipulated in the marriage of the

previously wedded woman/widowed who exceeds eighteen years of age.

Article (24):

It shall be prohibited on a permanent basis that a man marries a woman from among
his blood relatives. These are four:

1. His mother and grandmothers.

2. His daughters and granddaughters and their descendants, if any.

3. His sisters, daughters of brothers and sisters, and their daughters and their
descendants, if any.

4. His paternal and maternal aunts.



Consent and Guardianship

Article 6: a) The judge shall have the right, upon a request, to wed the virgin who
has completed fifteen years of age to a fit [man] in the event of debarment by the
guardian [as to unjustifiably prevent her from marriage] other than the father or
grandfather from among the guardians without a legitimate reason.

b) On the other hand, in case her being debarred is by the father or grandfather,
her request shall not be heard unless he has completed eighteen years of age and
the debarment was without a legitimate reason.

Article 7: The conclusion of the contract with a woman shall be prevented in case
her fiance is more than twenty years older than she is except after the judge
verifies her consent and choice.

Article 8: The judge shall be entitled to permit the marriage of a person who
suffers from insanity or imbecility in the event it is proven by a medical report
that his marriage serves an interest for him.

Article 14: The marriage shall be concluded with the offer and acceptance of the
suitors or their representatives in the council of the contract.

Article 15: The offer and acceptance shall be in the explicit expressions, such as
‘giving in marriage’ and ‘marriage’, and shall be for the person who is incapable
thereof by his known sign.

Article 16: It shall be a condition precedent for the contract of marriage to be
valid that two witnesses be present — two Muslim men or a man and two women
(in the event the spouses are Muslims), who are of sound mind, adult, hear the
offer and acceptance, and understand the meaning thereof. The testimony of the
antecedents and descendants of the fiance and fiance to the contract shall be
permissible.

Article 18: Neither the marriage which is ascribed to the future nor that which is
dependent on an unfulfilled condition shall be concluded.

Article 20: It shall be a condition precedent to the requirement of marriage that
the man be fit for the woman in terms of property; that is, the husband shall be
capable of the advance dowry and of the maintenance of the wife. Fitness shall
be observed at the time of the contract. If it disappears thereafter, such shall not

affect the marriage.




Relevant Provisions of the Personal
Status Law No. 61 of 1976

Article (2): Marriage is a contract between a man and a woman who is lawfully
available to him, entered into for the purpose of forming a family and establishing
lawful progeny.

Article (3): An engagement shall not be equated to marriage by reciting Surat Al
Fatiha, cashing any of the dowry or acceptance of gifts.

Article (4): Each of the fiance and fiance shall be entitled to desist from the
betrothal.

Article 2, Decree-Law No. 21 of 2019: 1. For a marriage to be deemed legal, both
parties should come into the marriage willingly and be 18 years old. 2. Except in
special circumstance, contrary to paragraph (1) thereinto, the competent court
can allow a marriage by those under 18 years of age if the marriage is to the best
interest of both parties by endorsement of the Supreme Judge or “other religious
references for other denomination. Having the endorsement assures the marrying
parties are fully competent and responsible for the marriage, separation and their

respective consequences.



Parties’ Pre-Contract Documentation

In the name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. All praise is due to God; may His peace and

blessings be upon the most honored of Messengers.

On the day of 1, Ambassador of the State of Palestine, convened a formal

Sharia session at the embassy premises located in . during which the following legally

competent parties appeared before me:

Full Name: Full Name:

Mother’s Name: Mother’s Name:

Place and Date of Birth: Place and Date of Birth:
Place of Residence: Place of Residence:
Nationality: Nationality:

Religion: Religion:

Civil Status: Civil Status:
Occupation: Occupation:

ID / Passport No.: ID / Passport No.:

Supporting Documents Submitted:
Present as witnesses to the contract: Mr. and Mr.

The parties declared in this session that they wish to enter into the marriage contract by mutual free
consent and with the approval of the bride’s legal guardian, upon the

following terms:

Prompt Dower:
Deferred Dower:

Accessories of the Prompt Dower:

Manner of Payment:

Officiating Parties:

Conditions stipulated by either party: ....

The bride designates as her representative:

The above-named witnesses have reviewed all of the foregoing, borne witness thereto, and confirmed
its accuracy. Both parties acknowledge full legal and Sharia responsibility should any of the foregoing
prove incorrect. Based on the foregoing, and having verified all documents and confirmed the absence
of impediments, | have, with God’s blessing, solemnized the marriage between the above-named parties
and registered it under Contract No. ( ). duly signed and executed.

On: / /7

May Allah>s blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and all his companions

Witness 1 Witness 2 Groom / Representative Bride / Representative
Ma’'thoon (Sheik/officiant)

Legal Guardian Official Seal



Official Forms and Templates

Marriage Contract Application

His Excellency the Ambassador of the State of Palestine

Date and Place of Birth
Place of Residence
Nationality
Religion
Civil Status
Occupation
Place and Number of Registration
ID Number
We, the undersigned, being the prospective parties named above, respectfully request that our marriage

be solemnized. We confirm that we are free of all Sharia and legal impediments, that the bride’s legal

guardian (her father) consents to this marriage, and that we have agreed upon the following dower:

Prompt Dower:

Deferred Dower:

Accessories of the Prompt Dower:

Agreed Conditions (if any):

We respectfully request Your Excellency’s authorization to solemnize our marriage per the applicable

procedures.

Groom's Signature  Bride’s Signature Legal Guardian’s Signature



Application for the marriage contract and its notarization
(submitted electronically via QR code).

Parties’ Pre-Contract Documentation (declaration of the betrothed
couple concerning their marriage contract)

Pre-marital medical examination certificate issued by an official
laboratory.

Power(s) of Sharia certificates, Identification
attorney, if any, duly if any, are duly documents (national
authenticated. authenticated. ID card, passport).

Approval of the Supreme Judge or the competent court, in
accordance with the law.




Both Parties Represented by Proxies

Bride's Representative’s Declaration (Offer): “ give my principal, [Name, daughter
of ----], in marriage to your principal, [Name, son of ----], in accordance with
the Book of God Almighty and the Sunnah of His noble Messenger, Muhammad,
peace be upon him, upon the specified dower of [amount — prompt, deferred, and
accessories as applicable], and upon the agreed conditions [if any]. | call upon God

and all those present as my witnesses.”

Groom's Representative’s Declaration (Acceptance): “I accept the marriage of
your principal, [Name, daughter of ----], to my principal, [Name, son of ----], in
accordance with the Book of God and the Sunnah of His Prophet, peace be upon
him, upon the specified dower agreed between us, and upon the agreed conditions
[if any]. I call upon God and all those present as my witnesses.”

Note: Once the offer and acceptance are pronounced in the same session, the
contract is validly concluded, and the parties are lawfully husband and wife. It is
advisable to obtain signatures from all parties on the application form and the

three contract deeds prior to pronouncing the formula.

Where one of the two parties pronounces the offer and the other pronounces the
acceptance within the same session, the contract is thereby concluded, and the
betrothed couple thereupon become husband and wife in law. (It is preferable
that all parties to the contract affix their signatures to the marriage-contract
summons, as well as to the three copies of the contract in the register, prior to the

completion of the legal formalities.)



Bride’s Declaration (Offer): “I give myself to you in marriage, in accordance with
the Book of God Almighty and the Sunnah of His noble Messenger, Muhammad,
peace be upon him, upon the specified dower of [amount — prompt, deferred, and
accessories as applicable], and upon the agreed conditions [if any]. | call upon God
and all those present as my witnesses.”

Groom’s Declaration (Acceptance): “I accept your betrothal to myself, in
accordance with the Book of God Almighty and the Sunnah of His noble Messenger,
Muhammad, peace be upon him, upon the specified dower agreed between us,
and upon the agreed conditions [if any]. | call upon God and all those present as
my witnesses, and | covenant with God to treat you with kindness and to conduct
myself toward you with honor.”

Groom Present; Bride Represented by Representative

Bride's Representative’s Declaration (Offer): “I give my principal, [Name,
daughter of ---], to you in marriage, in accordance with the Book of God Almighty
and the Sunnah of His noble Messenger, Muhammad, peace be upon him, upon the
specified dower of [amount — prompt, deferred, and accessories as applicable],
and upon the agreed conditions [if any]. | call upon God and all those present as
my witnesses.”

Groom'’s Declaration (Acceptance): “I accept the marriage of your principal,
[Name, daughter of ----- ], to myself, in accordance with the Book of God Almighty
and the Sunnah of His noble Messenger, Muhammad, peace be upon him, upon the
specified dower agreed between us, and upon the agreed conditions [if any]. I call
upon God and all those present as my witnesses, and | covenant with God to treat
her with kindness and to conduct myself toward her with honor.”

Bride's Declaration (Offer): “I give myself in marriage to your principal, [Name, son
of Name ----], in accordance with the Book of God Almighty and the Sunnah of His
noble Messenger, Muhammad, peace be upon him, upon the specified dower of
[amount — prompt, deferred, and accessories as applicable], and upon the agreed
conditions [if any]. | call upon God and all those present as my witnesses.”
Groom’s Representative’s Declaration (Acceptance): “I accept your marriage to
my principal, [Name, son of ----], in accordance with the Book of God Almighty
and the Sunnah of His noble Messenger, Muhammad, peace be upon him, upon the
specified dower agreed between us, and upon the agreed conditions [if any]. I call

upon God and all those present as my witnesses.”



Prescribed Formation for the Marriage Contract

Upon the completion of the offer and acceptance — being the legally
recognized form of the contract — the contract is deemed valid, having
been concluded in conformity with the provisions of Islamic Sharia and
the law, and its legal effects shall thereupon take effect. The husband
shall be obligated to pay the wife the dower (mahr) and maintenance
(nafaqgah), and the right of mutual inheritance between the spouses shall
be established, pursuant to Articles (32) and (35) of the Personal Status

Law.

Forms of Offer and Acceptance

The forms of offer and acceptance differ according to whether the
parties are present in person or act through a representative, as follows:

1. Where the parties to the contract are the husband and wife themselves:

B B



The marriage contract is concluded by an offer made by one of the
two parties, or their representative, and acceptance by the other
party, or their representative, at the marriage session, in the presence
of the guardian or his representative, per Article (14) of the Personal
Status Law. The power of attorney authorizing marriage must be duly
authenticated where the principal is absent from the marriage session.
The wife, however, if present, may conclude the contract herself, or
may delegate, at the marriage session, whomsoever she chooses
to conclude it on her behalf, without requiring a formal instrument,
provided that this is duly recorded in the minutes and receipts of the
contract.

Upon the completion of the offer and acceptance — being the legally
recognized form of the contract — the contractis deemed valid, having
been concluded in conformity with the provisions of Islamic Sharia and
the law, and its legal effects shall thereupon take effect. The husband
shall be obligated to pay the wife the dower (mahr) and maintenance
(nafagah), and the right of mutual inheritance between the spouses
shall be established, pursuant to Articles (32) and (35) of the Personal
Status Law.




B. The applicable consular fee is collected pursuant to Decree-Law No. 7 of 2023
amending the Consular Fees Law No. 1 of 2001.

C. Hearing the offer (ijab) and acceptance (qabul), in the form prescribed by law,
and thereupon notarizing the contract through the person legally authorized to
conduct it, in the presence of the betrothed parties or their legal representatives,
the guardian, and the witnesses — after verifying the identity of each of them by
official documents, confirming the eligibility of the betrothed parties and their
consent, ascertaining that the conditions of the contract have been fulfilled, and
that no religious or legal impediment exists to its conclusion. Such consent must
be sought in accordance with the Hadith of the Prophet, peace be upon him: «A
woman who has previously been married shall not be given in marriage until she is
consulted, and a virgin shall not be given in marriage until her consent is sought.»
They asked, «O Messenger of Allah, how is her consent given?» He said, «By her
silence.» (Sahih Muslim)

D. Completing the three copies of the marriage contract in the register issued
by the Supreme Judge Department, in the prescribed form, to be signed by the
contracting parties, the guardian, the witnesses, and the person who conducted
the contract; affixing the official seal and recording the number of the financial
receipt on the reverse; and forwarding the two original copies, through the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates, to the Supreme Judge Department
in Ramallah for verification, certification, and archiving. The copies are thereafter
returned to the Certification Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
for certification, and finally returned to the embassy, which shall deliver a duly

certified copy to each spouse.



— Preliminary Parties’ Report

1- The presence of the prospective husband or his duly authorized representative,
and the presence of the prospective bride or her representative.

2 The presence of the guardian where the bride has not been previously married.
If the bride is a previously married woman (thayyib) of sound mind who has
reached eighteen years of age, the guardian’s presence is not legally required,
though it is strongly recommended.

3- Two Muslim witnesses of sound mind who are present, attentive, and
comprehend the proceedings. The witnesses may be relatives of either party. In
a marriage between a Muslim man and a non-Muslim woman, the witnesses may
themselves be Non-Muslim (Article 16, Personal Status Law).

4-The agreed dower (mabhr) is recorded in the Report — both the prompt (mu»ajjal)
and deferred (muajjal) portions, it shall be binding, it shall be recoreded along
with any accessories of the prompt dower.

5- Any lawful stipulations agreed upon by the parties that are not contrary to the
purposes of marriage and do not require that which is prohibited under Sharia are
recorded in accordance with Article 19 of the Personal Status Law.

6- The Report is signed by both parties (or their proxies), the guardian, the

witnesses, and the officiating authority.



Detailed procedure for solemnizing a marriage contract is as follows:

First: The prospective parties must submit a formal application containing the full
legal names of both parties, national identification numbers, nationalities, dates
of birth, occupations, and current civil status. Each embassy should maintain an
electronic application form for this purpose. The application must be accompanied

by the following documents:

(A) Valid proof of identification for the prospective husband, bride, and guardian.
(B) National identity card, passport, or equivalent document establishing civil
status (for Palestinian nationals).

(C) A duly authenticated civil status certificate for non-Palestinian parties
(certificate of celibacy or impediment clearance from their country of origin).
(D) Death certificate of the former spouse (if the bride is a widow or the groom is
awidower), or a judicially issued impediment clearance certificate.

(E) Divorce certificate (if either party has been previously divorced), along with
an endorsement confirming no reconciliation occurred during the <idda where the
divorce was revocable, or an impediment clearance certificate.

(F) Pre-marital health screening certificate from an accredited laboratory
(specifically for thalassemia and HIV/AIDS).

(G) Documentationofthe prospective husband’sMuslim faith,and documentation
confirming the bride is Muslim or a from the Abrahamic religions, i.e. Non-Muslim
(People of the Book, Ahl al-Kitab).

A. Followingverificationthatboth parties are free of Shariaandlegalimpediments,
a Parties’ Report is prepared, incorporating all information from the application.
Once prepared, this report is binding on both parties. The following are required

at this stage:



Temporary Prohibition of

Marriage

The following is temporarily prohibited:

A. Marriage of a Muslim with a woman who isn’t non-Muslim (the People of the
Book).

B. Marriage of a Muslim woman to a non-Muslim man.

C. Marriage of an apostate, even if the other party is not a Muslim.

D. The wife of another person or his custodian.

E. If married to one or two women and divorced revocably with Idah waiting
period not expired to one or both, he would be forbidden to marry one or both.
F. Marrying more than four wives or iddat of a revocable divorce.

G. The man who gives a sentence of divorce to his wife on three separate
occasions in three councils shall be prohibited from marrying her unless her
waiting period from another husband, who consummated marriage with her,
expires

H. A man may not marry a woman whom he has accused of adultery by way
of li>an, unless he retracts the accusation and the competent judge confirms the

retraction.



A man is permanently prohibited from marrying the following women by reason

of marriage:

(A) The wife of any of his ascendants, however high in degree (such as his fatherss
wife or his grandfather:s wife).

(B) The wife of any of his descendants, however remote (such as his sonss wife or
his grandson>s wife)

(C) His wife>s ascendants, however remote (such as his wife>s mother and her
grandmother).

(D) His wifes descendants with whom he has had sexual relations, however
remote (such as his wife>s daughter, his wife>s granddaughter, and the daughter
of his wife>s son).

(E) The same ruling applies to unlawful sexual relations outside marriage: such
relations likewise render marriage permanently prohibited, even absent a
marriage contract, as in the case of unlawful intercourse (zina) with a woman,
where her daughter, her granddaughter, her grandmother, and so forth become

permanently prohibited to him.

(A) What is permanently prohibited by reason of breastfeeding is the same as
what is prohibited by blood kinship.

(B) This prohibition arises where the breastfeeding occurs within the first two
years of the infant>s life and consists of five separate feedings, the infant ceasing
to nurse of his own accord after each feeding without returning to it, irrespective

of the quantity taken.



Permanent Prohibition by
Reason of Lineage (Nasab)

A manis permanently prohibited from marrying the following women by reason
of blood kinship:

(A) His ascendants, however remote (such as his mother, his maternal
grandmother, and his paternal grandmother).

(B) His descendants, however remote (such as his daughter, and his
granddaughter through either a son or a daughter).

(C) The descendants of either of his parents, however remote (such as his full or
half-sisters, their daughters and granddaughters, and the daughters of his full
or half-brothers).

(D) The first-degree collaterals of his grandparents, whether paternal or
maternal (such as his paternal aunts, his maternal aunts, his father>s paternal
and maternal aunts, and his mothers paternal and maternal aunts, and so forth).




(D) A previously married woman who has reached eighteen years of age according
to the solar calendar and holds a duly certified divorce document evidencing a
minorirrevocable divorce after consummation of the marriage,amajorirrevocable
divorce, or arevocable divorce that has since become irrevocable; or who holds a
court ruling granting divorce or annulment after consummation of the marriage—
provided that her waiting period (‘iddah) following such divorce or annulment has
ended per Articles (145)-(149) of the Personal Status Law, and that no less than
ninety days have elapsed from the commencement of that waiting period, even
where the waiting period itself has already concluded. This requirement does not
apply to a marriage contract between the woman and the husband from whom
she is observing her ‘iddah following the divorce or annulment of their marriage;
in such a case, the elapse of this period is not required, unless the divorce between
them was an irrevocable (basin) divorce, in which case she remains unlawful to

him until she has married another husband.

4. In all of the foregoing cases, the suitor must not be more than twenty calendar
years older than his fianc e, it being necessary that the judge verify the fianc ess

consent and her free choice in the matter.

5. Marriage contracts in which one party is a Palestinian national and the otheris a
national of another state shall be processed by the embassy following verification
that no religious or legal impediment to the marriage exists.

6. It is required that no temporary or permanent impediment to marriage exist
between the parties, pursuant to Articles (24), (25), (26), (27), and (28) of the
Personal Status Law, which set out the categories of prohibited marriages,

namely:



2. Theaforementioned article provides thatambassadors,
or those whom they designate, may authenticate
marriage contracts of Palestinian nationals outside the
State of Palestine in cases that do not require a judicial
proceeding before the competent court. This does not
extend to cases such as the authorization of marriage
for a person under the age of eighteen, the marriage of
a person of unsound mind, suffering from dementia, or
otherwise mentally incapacitating, or marriage in cases
where the guardian withholds consent or is absent, and
other similar cases. Ambassadors are not authorized to
execute marriage contracts in these or similar cases until
the relevant judicial procedures have been completed
before the competent court or the Supreme Judge
Department.

3. The cases not requiring judicial proceedings before a
court, and for which marriage contracts may accordingly
be authenticated by consuls or ambassadors, are
applications for marriage submitted by Palestinians
falling within the following categories:

(A) A sane man who has never been married, is of sound
mind, and has reached eighteen years of age per the
solar calendar.

(B) A woman who has never been married, is a virgin, and
is of sound mind, and has reached eighteen years of age
according to the solar calendar, provided that her legal
guardian (wali) is present: her father; or, in the event of
his death or absence, her paternal grandfather; or, in
the event of his death or absence, her brother; then one
of her paternal half-brothers; then one of her paternal
uncles. The guardian must himself be of sound mind, of
legal age, and—where the bride is Muslim—a Muslim.
(C) A divorced man who has reached eighteen years
of age according to the solar calendar and holds a duly

certified divorce document, whether evidencing a minor

or a major irrevocable divorce.
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Islam encourages and urges marriage, as it is the Sunnah of the Prophet, peace be upon
him, who addressed the young people, saying: « «<O young people! Whoever among you
can marry should marry, because it helps him lower his gaze and guard his modesty (i.e.
his private parts from committing illegal sexual intercourse etc.).» The Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, likewise said: «Marriage is part of my Sunnah; whoever turns away
from my Sunnah is not of me.» Marriage serves vital religious and human purposes, being
a contract between a man and a woman who is lawfully permissible for him to marry,
undertaken for the purpose of establishing a family and bearing children. Owing to the
gravity and importance of this contract, Allah described it in the Noble Qur>an as a «solemn
covenant.» It has likewise been the subject of sustained attention and scholarship among
Muslim jurists, who have devoted considerable effort to clarifying its rulings, essential
elements, conditions, legal effects, and methods of documentation, so as to preserve and

safeguard the rights arising from it.

As marriage is a matter of personal status falling within the jurisdiction of the Shari>a courts
— which have applied the provisions of Islamic law from their inception to the present
day, in keeping with the faith and Shari>a of the Muslim community — and pursuant to the
Amended Basic Law of 2003, Article (4) of which provides that «Islam is the official religion
in Palestine» and that the principles of Islamic Shari>a are a primary source of legislation,
and Article (101) of which provides that Shari>a and personal status matters shall be
adjudicated by the Shari>a and religious courts per the law: the Supreme Judge Department,
out of its commitment to upholding the principles and provisions of Islamic Shari>a while
giving due regard to the demands of the times and present-day realities, has formulated the
provisions of the Personal Status Law with careful attention to the distinctive nature of the
relationship between spouses, the necessity of protecting the family and society at large,
and the particular rights of women and children — so as to achieve social security, establish
justice, eliminate injustice, and arrive at balanced and equitable solutions and remedies that
contribute to the stability and advancement of society. This affirms that Islam is at once a
faith, alegal system, and a way of life, as set forth in Article (9) of Decree-Law No. (8) of 2021
Concerning Shari>a Courts and its amendments, which provides that the Shari>a courts aim

to achieve family and social stability.

Dr. Mahmoud Siddqgi Al-Habbash
Supreme Judge of the State of Palestine




In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

In fulfillment of the commitment of the Supreme Judge Department to safeguarding the
rights of Palestinians residing outside the State of Palestine, to protecting their families,
and to facilitating the documentation of their legal and Shari>a-related transactions falling
within the jurisdiction of the Shari>a judiciary — pursuant to the Personal Status Law No.
(61) of 1976, applicable in the northern governorates (the West Bank), and the Family
Rights Law No. (303) of 1953, applicable in the southern governorates (the Gaza Strip) —
including matters of marriage, legal documents, and powers of attorney, and in order to
ease the burden upon them in this regard; and in recognition of the commendable efforts
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and its continued presence in serving Palestinian nationals
abroad in light of the measures and aggression imposed upon the Palestinian people by the
Israeli occupation, the Supreme Judge Department has prepared these guidelines to assist
the ambassadors and consuls of the State of Palestine in authenticating matters pertaining
to the personal status of Palestinian nationals, thereby facilitating the work of those legally

entrusted with authenticating such transactions and related matters.



embassies and diplomatic missions worldwide in all matters relating to the
solemnization and documentation of marriage contracts, Sharia instruments, and
powers of attorney — in accordance with the Personal Status Law No. 61 of 1976,
applicable in the northern governorates (West Bank), and the Family Rights Law
No. 303 of 1953, applicable in the southern governorates (Gaza Strip).

This guide also recognizes the vital role played by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates and Palestinian diplomatic missions in serving the Palestinian
diaspora — particularly considering the exceptional circumstances facing our
people, including the consequences of occupation. Its purpose is to standardize
procedures, enhance the efficiency of documentation, and ensure the integrity
of Sharia transactions in ways that protect the rights and dignities of all parties.
Islam has encouraged and promoted marriage, making it one of the traditions
of the prophets, because of its profound impact on achieving psychological and
social stability and building a family based on affection and compassion. Marriage

holds a revered place in Islamic tradition.

Itis a profound covenant — described in the Quran as a solemn bond — entailing
mutual rights and responsibilities, and serving as the foundation for family, lineage,
and social stability. Islamic jurisprudence has, accordingly, devoted extensive
attention to defining its pillars, conditions, effects, and proper documentation to

attain rights and deter conflict.

Personal status matters fall within the exclusive jurisdiction of the Sharia courts,
as affirmed by the Amended Basic Law of 2003, which designates Islam as the
official religion of Palestine, establishes Islamic Sharia as a principal source of
legislation, and confers upon the Sharia court’s jurisdiction over these matters.
This guide has been developed in full conformity with these foundational
principles.

It is our sincere hope that this guide will contribute to family stability, this guide
also aims to serve the citizens of the State of Palestine abroad, and to promote
family and social stability by organizing documentation procedures in a clear and
orderly manner, thereby ensuring justice, upholding rights, protecting women
and children, and contributing to the building of a cohesive and stable society, in
line with the objectives of the Sharia judiciary to consolidate social security and

uphold justice.
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Allah the Exalted says: “And among His signs is that He created for you mates

from among yourselves, that you may find tranquility in them; and He placed
between you affection and mercy. Indeed, in that are signs for a people who
reflect” [Ar-Rum: 21]

This guide has been prepared by the Palestinian Supreme Judge Department
in fulfillment of its responsibility to protect the rights of Palestinian nationals
residing abroad, preserve the integrity of the Palestinian family unit, and facilitate
the documentation of legal and religious proceedings under the jurisdiction of

the Sharia judiciary. It is intended to serve as a practical reference for Palestinian
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Disclaimer

The views expressed in this guide are those of the Supreme Judge Department
(SJID) and do not necessarily represent the views and official policies, of the Gov-
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His Excellency the President
of the State of Palestine
Mahmoud Abbas
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